2020 marks the 75th anniversary of the United Nations.

| draw tremendous strength from all that we represent and all that we have achieved
together. Today | want to speak to you in stark and simple terms about the challenges we face.

| see “four horsemen” in our midst — four looming threats that endanger 21st-century
progress and imperil 21st-century possibilities.

The first horseman comes in the form of the highest global geostrategic tensions we have
witnessed in years.

Devastating conflicts continue to cause widespread misery. Terrorist attacks take a
merciless toll. The nuclear menace is growing.

Second, we face an existential climate crisis.

Rising temperatures continue to melt records. The past decade was the hottest on record.
Scientists tell us that ocean temperatures are now rising at the equivalent of five Hiroshima
bombs a second. One million species are in near-term danger of extinction. Our planet is
burning.

The third horseman is deep and growing global mistrust.

Disquiet and discontent are churning societies from north to south. More and more
people are convinced globalization is not working for them.

As one of our own reports revealed just yesterday, two of every three people live in
countries where inequality has grown. Confidence in political establishments is going down.

Young people are rising up. Women are rightly demanding equality and freedom from
violence and discrimination. At the same time, fears and anxieties are spreading. Hostility
against refugees and migrants is building. Hatred is growing.

The fourth threat is the dark side of the digital world.

Technological advances are moving faster than our ability to respond to — or even
comprehend — them.

We are not prepared for the profound impact of the Fourth Industrial Revolution on the
labour market and the very structure of society.

Artificial intelligence is generating breathtaking capacities and alarming possibilities.
Lethal autonomous weapons — machines with the power to kill on their own, without human
judgement and accountability — are bringing us into unacceptable moral and political territory.

These four horsemen — epic geopolitical tensions, the climate crisis, global mistrust and
the downsides of technology — can jeopardize every aspect of our shared future.

That is why commemorating the 75th anniversary with nice speeches won’t do.
We must address these four 21st-century challenges with four 21st-century solutions.

We have a plan. It’s called the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and all of
your governments pledged to make it a reality.



For all these reasons, we are launching a Decade of Action to deliver the Sustainable
Development Goals by 2030.

The Decade of Action is central to achieving a fair globalization, boosting economic
growth and preventing conflict.

We will leverage the reformed United Nations Development System to engage partners
from the local to the global.

Throughout the Decade of Action, we must invest in the eradication of poverty, social
protection, in health and fighting pandemics, in education, energy, water and sanitation, in
sustainable transport and infrastructure and in internet access.

We must improve governance, tackle illicit financial flows, stamp out corruption and
develop effective, common sense and fair taxation systems.

We must build economies for the future and ensure decent work for all, especially young
people. And we must put a special focus on women and girls because it benefits us all.

| will convene, on an annual basis, a platform for driving the Decade of Action.

The first SDG Action Forum in September will highlight progress and set the trajectory
for success.

So let us make the 2020s the Decade of Action and let us make 2020 the year of urgency.
To address the dark side of digital world, we must steer technology for positive change.

| see several areas for action — starting with the global labor market. Automation will
displace tens of millions of jobs by 2030.

We need to redesign education systems. It’s not just about learning but learning how to
learn, across a lifetime.

We need more innovative approaches to social safety nets and rethinking the concept of
work, and the lifelong balance among work, leisure and other activities.

Terrorists, white supremacists and others who sow hate are exploiting the internet and
social media. Bots are spreading disinformation, fueling polarization and undermining
democracies. Next year, cybercrime will cost $6 trillion.

Cyberspace itself is at risk of cleaving in two.
We must work against digital fragmentation by promoting global digital cooperation.

The United Nations is a tailor-made platform for governments, business, civil society
and others to come together to formulate new protocols and norms, to define red-lines, and to
build agile and flexible regulatory frameworks.

Following up on the Report of the High-level Panel on Digital Cooperation, I will soon
present a Roadmap for Digital Cooperation covering internet connectivity, human rights, trust
and security in the age of digital interdependence.

At the same time, we need a common effort to ensure artificial intelligence is a force for
good.



In this 75th anniversary year, | want to provide as many people as possible the chance to
have a conversation with the United Nations.

To share their hopes and fears. To learn from their experiences.

At this 75th anniversary milestone, let us make the difficult yet vital decisions across our
agenda that will secure a peaceful future for all.

Thank you.



